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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Local Government) [12.07 pm]: Local government benefits all 
Western Australians. That is why it is critical that local government works, with a culture of openness to innovation 
and change, a continuous focus on the effective delivery of services, respectful and constructive policy debate and 
democratic decision-making, and an environment of transparency and accountability that ensures effective public 
engagement on important community decisions. 
Since first coming to office in 2017, the McGowan government has progressed reforms to improve specific aspects 
of local government performance. This includes new laws that work to improve transparency, cut red tape, and 
support jobs growth and economic development. I am pleased today to announce that the McGowan government will 
introduce the most significant package of reforms to WA local government since the Local Government Act 1995 
was enacted more than 25 years ago. The reforms are based on the significant volume of research and consultation 
that has been undertaken over the past five years. 
The package is based on six major themes: earlier intervention, effective regulation and stronger penalties; reducing 
red tape, increasing consistency and simplicity; greater transparency and accountability; stronger local democracy 
and community engagement; clear roles and responsibilities; and improved financial management and reporting. 
The key focus of this package is the establishment of a new local government inspector, who will be appointed to 
investigate and manage complaints, and will have the powers of a standing inquiry. The inspector will be supported 
by specialist independent monitors who can be appointed to work within a local government to resolve problems. 
Local governments will also be able to proactively request the assistance of monitors, who will have a range of 
expertise in areas such as governance, financial management and conflict resolution. 
The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries is inviting comments from local governments 
and the community to inform the implementation of each reform proposal for each theme. More information is on 
the local government department website at dlgsc.wa.gov.au/lgactreform. 
 


	LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM
	Statement by Minister for Local Government


